
APRIL
Welcome! I hope this letter finds you well. Have I mentioned that Spring is my all-
time favorite season of the year?

For those who are new here, this is the newsletter that I send out once a month to
friends, family, and followers. The newsletter is just one more way to share
resources and information that will help us to embrace God's design for our lives
and our relationships. Normally, the newsletter will include articles and/or
resources for our various roles as women, some behind the scenes news, and
links to the blog content for the month.
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21 Scriptures on Friendship
I have my favorite Scriptures on friendship – two or three, but I don’t know that
I’ve ever taken the time to sit down and search out the Scriptures on this topic
before now.

Tuesday evening I was honored to attend my first Facebook party as my friend,
Kathy Bornarth, launched her new book, The Friendship Guidebook: A Journaling
Roadmap to Making Friends. During the party, Kathy stirred our memories with
questions about our childhood friendships, and she stirred our minds as she
asked questions which caused us to think more deeply about friendship.

Sparked by the conversations that evening, I was reminded that friendships bless
us with someone to share our life journey with, to confide in, and to make
memories with. Our friends provide comfort to us and a sense of belonging. And
that healthy friendships can even lower stress!

Just as Jesus had varying types of friendships, so should we. Read more...

INTENTIONAL GRANDPARENTING
This month I thought I would share my own Long-Distance Grandparenting story
with you:

Help! I am a Long-Distance Grandma
Honestly, I didn’t see it coming.

Our daughters had each been married for a couple of years when we got the call.
We were going to be grandparents!

From the moment of that phone call, I began to imagine what this relationship was
going to look like. Of course, I was going to be the coolest grandmother on the
planet, and this child and I were going to have something very special.

The months passed, and our first granddaughter was born in early December.
Quite beyond the November due date, her delivery was scheduled. This meant
we were able to make the two hour drive to be there for the birth. We were there
again the following weekend to help out and to see our precious new grandbaby.
The next thing we knew, it was Christmastime, and all of our family was gathering
at our home for the holidays. Aunts and uncles were meeting this little one for the
very first time, and we were all enjoying a very rare time together. That particular
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Christmas we even experienced a huge snow storm which snowed everyone in
for a couple of extra days. It was a wonderful, family-filled December, but as it
came to a close the snow cleared and everyone went home.

Next came January, then February. It did not take long once those cold, dreary
months settled in for reality to settle in also. While we had been able to spend
most of December with our family, weather conditions and busy schedules at
work and church meant we weren’t making the two-hour trips back and forth very
often. During those lonely months I began to comprehend the very real fact that
the images I had created nearly a year ago were not going to be my reality.

As I thought about this I realized that my images had been based on a model that
was dear to me: my mother’s relationship with my own children. My mother lived
fifteen minutes away from us. She had been involved in the daily lives of my
children from the day they were born: school functions, sporting events, lunch
outings on school holidays, and slumber parties complete with movies, popcorn,
and games. That was not my reality. I lived about two hours away from my
grandchild. Daily interaction, even weekly, was not possible.

I was a long-distance grandmother!

As I was dealing privately with this very depressing fact, we received a phone call
from our other daughter. Yes, she was expecting our second grandchild. Two
hours wasn’t bad enough? Now we were looking at ten! We immediately began
investigating different travel options in hopes of finding something that would get
us there quickly for this baby’s arrival. Our searching was to no avail. The
distance of each of our homes from nearby airports meant air travel would be no
quicker than driving. So driving was the choice. Needless to say, we didn’t make
that birth. We got the call around 10:00 PM, jumped immediately into the car and
drove all night. Our grandson was born while we were still about two hours out. It
had happened. We missed out on this special event because of the traveling
distance. We were not there in time for the birth, but we were able to spend a
couple of days loving on our family. Then we packed up and headed back home.

Officially confirmed: I was a long-distance grandma!

The reality was firmly planted in my mind and during the months that followed my
return home, it continued to roll around.

The following spring, my husband and I were invited back to Missouri for our
grandson’s baby dedication at church. It would be a quick trip, and my husband
couldn’t get off work. So my mom went along to keep me company on the drive
and to see her great-grandson.



I remember it so clearly. On Saturday evening of that visit as we sat together in
the living room, out of nowhere, my daughter looked at me and asked, “Mom,
what are we going to do?”

Her question, caught me off guard, prompting my one word response, “What?”

She went on, “There’s a ten hour drive between us. I want my son to know you. I
want him to know his grandparents, and I want you to know him. What are we
going to do?”

There it was, out in the open: the thought that had been rolling around in my heart
for about a year and a half. And I hadn’t shared it with anyone. What an affirmation
to know that she cared; that it was important to her. Needless to say, we were not
able to come up with any pat answers that very night, but we did purpose to find
them.

It has been nearly ten years, yet the purpose planted deep within my heart that
night remains with me. Constantly in search of practical ways to make long-
distance connections, I have gathered many ideas – and been able to try some
out!

What a thrill for this long-distance grandma to now realize that my original images
of grandparenting were not that far off. While I am not able to interact in my
grandchildren’s daily lives by attending school functions or picking them up for
lunch, I CAN overcome the physical distance between us and build close, loving
relationships with each one.

 



On a Personal Note
I adore Spring, and I simply can't get enough of projects. I'm a DIY-er, a self-
confessed project junkie! And projects in the Spring!!!! Whoa!

Currently. I have a list of home projects a mile long...or more. There's a rocking
chair to refinish, a wing back chair to recover, a kitchen and a craft room to
reorganize, and the list goes on.

This particular "Art" project pictured above has been on my get-it-done list for
quite a while. So excited, it's almost finished and ready to hang!
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A Very SPECIAL Offer for my Very SPECIAL Newsletter
Subscribers:
Digging Deeper is a course designed for the purpose of helping participants
discover a multitude of ways for engaging with the Word of God.

For more information on the course itself, click here.

To learn more about why the course was created, click here.

For my Newsletter Subscribers:

The SELF-Study Option ($50.00 value) can be purchased for $20.00 through
5/31/16.

Simply click on this link, scroll down to the Independent Self-Study Option, and
enter the code: NEWS20 in the discount box.

The ONLINE Group Option ($60.00 value) can be purchased for $30.00 through
5/11/16. [The group begins on 5/11/16.]

Simply click on this link, scroll down to the Online Course (Group Experience)
Option, and click on the BUY NOW link. [This payment is processed through
paypal.me. When the pay screen opens, simply enter the SPECIAL OFFER

amount of $30.00.] OR you can make the payment right here:

paypal.me/DeborahHaddix

I look forward to sharing this experience with you, and if you want to invite a
friend, please do!

From the Blog - April
45 (Spring Time) Things to Do with Your Grandchildren

3 Reasons to Engage with the Bible

21 Scriptures on Friendship

26 Simple Ways to Love on a Friend

Come Rest in God's Lavish Love for You
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