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Digging Deeper:  Engaging with the Word of God 

 

Reflection: Before we dig into lesson two, look back over  

Assignment #1.  Write out two-three personal take-aways  

from your time spent with Psalm 119. 

 

Lesson Two 

 

Read your Bible and pray.   

 

Pray.   Good advice.  Prayer is powerful.   

 

In Scripture, we find instruction to pray:   

Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the night watches!  
Pour out your heart like water before the presence of the 

Lord! Lift your hands to him for the lives of your children,  
who faint for hunger at the head of every street. 

      --Lamentations 2:19 

 

In Scripture, we are told that prayer has great power: 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

      -- James 5:16b 

 

 

Listen to Matt Chandler’s Sermon Jam Prayer. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyxZdpL-xeU
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Prayer is God’s plan for building communion and 

fellowship between your heart and His.   
Read Jennifer Kennedy Dean’s blog post on prayer here. 

 
 

Prayer is simply conversing with God about what we are experiencing 
and about what, together with Him, we are doing.  Prayer is a way of life.  

It is important that we think of prayer, not as mustering up energies and 
words, but as joining in with God’s activity.  Prayer is opening our lives 

to God and acknowledging our total dependence on Him. 

 

God’s Word tells us – 
 

that God not only hears our prayers, He is waiting – expectantly – for 
them.  “Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I 

will hear” (Isaiah 65:24) 

 
AND    

 
the Lord is attentive to the prayers of His children (Psalm 18:6, 34:17, 

and 61:1-2).   
 

 
These are breath-taking promises. 

  
 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus had a praying life.   He continually invoked 
God’s presence in all that He did. Prayer lived in Him, even in His 

unconscious demeanor.  And today, Jesus lives a praying life as He ever 
intercedes for us (Hebrews 7:25) and calls to us as He did to His disciples in 

the Garden of Gethsemane, “Watch and pray” (Matthew 26:41a).  Jesus is 

calling us!  He is calling us into the conversation and activity of Heaven! 

 

Prayer is a discipline of engagement.   
 

 

 

 

http://www.prayinglife.org/2016/02/ask-seek-knock/
http://www.prayinglife.org/2016/02/ask-seek-knock/
http://www.prayinglife.org/2016/02/ask-seek-knock/
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Digging Deeper - Assignment #2 

 

Engage in prayer as you engage with Scripture.     

 

Dig back in to Psalm 119.  This week 

incorporate prayer into your time spent with this 

passage. 

 

1. Pray Scripture.  Select a verse or verses to 

pray.  For example: 

Pray:  “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your 

law.”  (Psalm 119:18) 

 

Pray:  “Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!”  

(Psalm 119:36) 

 

2. Read or pray selected verses or the entire chapter substituting your 

name for the personal pronouns as you do. 

3. Rephrase portions of the chapter in your own words; summarize. 

4. Pray the entire chapter. 

 

Download a copy of Psalm 

119 to use for this 

assignment.  You might 

also choose to use your 

copy from last week’s 

assignment.  Carry it with 

you.  Highlight parts of it.  

Write all over it.   

 

http://www.deborahhaddix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Psalm-119.pdf
http://www.deborahhaddix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Psalm-119.pdf

